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LEWIS FOSTER,
Assessor of El Dorado County.
__________
MONTEREY COUNTY.
MONTEREY, November 24, 1860.
Hon. H. A. HIGLEY, ESQ.
Surveyor General:
DEAR SIR: - I herewith transmit to you the report of the County Assessor of this
(Monterey) county for the present year, and also an abstract of said report. There being
but one Assessor in this county, I thought it best to send you his full report. The delay is
attributable to the Assessor, as I have just his day received it.
Very respectfully,
T. S. ROBERTS,
County Auditor.
_____
URIAH BURNS …………………………..County Assessor.
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE,
Monterey, Nov. 23, 1860.
To the Clerk of the Board of Equalization:
SIR: - In accordance with the provisions of section nine of an act entitled An Act
to provide Revenue for the support of the Government of this State, approved April
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty, I herewith transmit to you my annual report for the
current year, wherein are mentioned such statistical facts as required by the circular of
the Surveyor-General to the County Assessors in this State, and all general information
(as much as is within my personal knowledge, and as learned from reliable sources)
tending to develop the resources of this county, and to indicate some of its wants.
VALUE OF PROPERTY ASSESSED.

Real Estate………………………………………………………………..
Improvements on Real Estate…………………………………………..
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$49,914 50
126,270 00

Personal Property………………………………………………………...

877,482 60

Total value of Property Assessed…………………

1,497,667 10

METEOROLOGY.

The following table is an abstract of meteorological phenomena observed by Dr.
C. A. Canfield, at the city of Monterey, from October, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, to
October, eighteen hundred and sixty:
LAT. 36 deg. 36 min. LONG> 121 deg. 54 min. 30 sec.
Nov. 1859.

Dec. 1859.

Jan. 1860.

Feb. 1860.

March 1860.

April, 1860.

May, 1860.

June, 1860

July, 1980

Aug. 1860.

Sept. 1860.

Oct. 1860.

Greatest heat……..
Greatest cold……..
Average heat at 2
P. M……………..
Number of nights of
frost……………..
Am’t of rain in
inches and
hundr’ths……….
Number of clear
days…………….
No. of days
completely
clouded…………
No. of days of s. or
s.w. winds………
No. of days of n. or
n. w. winds……..
Number of foggy
mornings……….
Number of foggy
evenings………..
Fog all day,
number of days..

Oct. 1859.

SUMMARY OF
WEATHER.

95
50

69
41

72
36

62
32

66
37

70
40

79
40

65
45

66
51

78
53

78
53

93
56

72
51

65

61

58

55

58

59

62

59

62

64

65

66

63

3

4

17

11

5

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

3.03

2.84

0.98

0.54

6.02

2.60

2.05

0.17

0

0

0

0.70

2

1

1

10

6

2

4

1

0

1

1

3

1

0

7

4

5

5

9

7

5

16

7

5

5

1

7

15

6

6

4

16

4

11

8

3

3

6

9

20

12

20

9

16

11

18

17

17

26

24

1

10

11

4

1

4

5

6

8

9

18

17

29

9

13

7

1

0

4

0

5

4

1

15

10

21

9

4

4

1

0

2

0

1

1

1

12

6

10

3

1

FARMING.

This year the lands in the Pajaro Valley and Salinas Plains have yielded an
abundant crop. A quantity of wheat has been lost, owing to copious showers of rain
during the month of July. As to other produce, the harvest has been satisfactory.
An undertaking, likely to prove very beneficial to the farmers of the aforesaid
lands, has lately been set on foot. Some enterprising persons considering the Monterey
or Salinas River navigable, to ascertain the distance from its mouth, have purchased a
small steamer for the purpose of towing vessels over the bar, in and out of said river.
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The enterprise has succeeded extremely well; a large number of small crafts have
entered the slough, loaded produce, and have been safely towed out to sea.
The opening of the navigation of the Salinas River is a great advantage to all
land-owners and farmers in that neighborhood, saving them expensive costs of freight,
and doing away altogether with the dangers of the Pajaro landing through a high surf.
The only drawback is, that the mouth of the river should not be attempted
whenever the sea is rough; and, therefore, vessels may be obliged to remain in the port
of Monterey for several days until a calm may permit them to go in. Likewise, vessels
loaded in the slough must wait for an opportunity to go out. However, from the first of
July to the fifteenth of October, the sea on the bar is so smooth that the entrance and
exit of the river may be undertaken almost every day.
At the mouth of the river a city has been laid out, under the name of Saint Paul’s
City. This is on a small swampy island, commonly called Paul’s Island. It would not be
advisable to erect any buildings hereon, neither to trust there any kind of depot, as the
island is subject to overflow every severe winter.
Much grain has been cut early in the year as hay for cattle and horses; and no
mention as to the quantity is made in this report, as I have has no means to make a
correct estimate of the number of tuns of hay obtained.
PASTURAGE AND CATTLE.

The winter of eighteen hundred and fifty-nine and eighteen hundred and sixty
having been comparatively wet, there has been good pasturage this year, and to the
present time no want thereof has been experienced, although the rain, fallen early for
the season, must have, in a great measure, deprived the grass of its strength and
nutritious qualities. Owing to the drought several years in succession, the seed of the
wild oats in two good years before the hills will be covered with that pasture as they
were in the spring of eighteen hundred and fifty-three.
The indigenous grasses are: the wild oat, clover of several kinds bunch grass,
pin grass, and others. Attempts to raise “alfalfa” or Peruvian clover have failed.
The cattle have done well, but are now at low prices in the marker. Much pains
has been taken to improve the breed of Spanish stock cattle; several stockraisers had a
number of American bulls imported, and are now beginning to get on their ranches
some very fine half-breed cattle.
Since the last year much American stock cattle has come to this county.
CONTAGIOUS DISEASE AMONG HORSES.

Abut the beginning of August, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine a disease
altogether unknown to the native stockraisers, broke out among the horses in some
parts of this county, and most of the horses attacked died. Until now no efficacious
remedy against the evil is known. The progress of the disease is slow, but certain. The
fist symptoms are indicated by a continual shaking of the head; after some time, the
diseased horse will droop his head until his nostrils touch the ground, and in that matter
walk or trot for a considerable time and over many miles of ground without taking food

Page 86 of 111

or drink, and as if deprived of eyesight, until at last coming up before some obstacle, as
a cluster of trees or a fence, he remains standing still until he dies.
This year the disease made its appearance at about the same time as the
previous year, and is raging with greater intensity. Some stockraisers on the Salinas
Plains – among others, Messrs. David Spence and Francisco Soberanes – have lost
one-half of their horses.
Colts are subject thereto, the same as grown horses; and it has been ascertained
that the disease is contagious.
The seat of the disease is undoubtedly in the brain, but although several
experiments have been made on dead horses, no positive cause has as yet been
discovered. When a horse is attacked with this disease, his recover is never complete;
but remains stupefied and almost useless.
I think the case is deserving the attention of the veterinary profession.
SHEEP.

As may be seen by the table under the head of “Live Stock,” there have been
assessed ninety-nine thousand five hundred and fifty sheep – five thousand one
hundred and fifty-six more than last year. As the assessment was made in the spring,
most of the ewes had not yet lambed, or the lambs were so small as not to be worth the
notice of the Assessor. If the lambs of this year were counted, the total amount of
sheep would have been put down at one hundred and twenty-four thousand head.
It is a well-known fact that this county is the best locality in the State for raising
sheep; the climate and pasturage are favorable to their in crease and improvement of
the breed. No case of disease among the flocks has come to my knowledge.
During this year, several new localities, proper for sheep raising, have been
discovered, particularly in the extensive range of hills dividing Peach Tree Valley and
the Salinas, where formerly leagues of land with good pasture, were lying useless for
the want of water. Enterprising settlers have, by artificial means, succeeded in
procuring an abundant supply of that element, thereby rendering aluable a considerable
tract of land.
Captain Sherwood had this year one thousand two hundred sheep imported from
Australia, of a superior quality. An offer was made for the lot, at thirty dollars per head,
which was declined.
M. M. Flint, Bixby & Co. and Col. W. W. Hollister, have made it their especial
care to improve the breed of sheep in this county. Their flocks can vie with the best in
this State, for the superior quality of wool and mutton.
FRUIT TREES AND VINES.

The raising of fruit trees is progressing, and the yield of the young trees is
considerable every year, while the trees in the Mission Orchards, owing to old age, and
want of proper care, begin to fail.
The vine is cultivated with success in several localities. On the farm of Mr.
Theophile Vaché, on the eastern slope of the Gabilan Mountain, there are now over fifty
thousand grape vines, which produced, last year, five hundred gallons of wine, of a very
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good quality. I am informed that this year, one thousand five hundred gallons of wine
have been produced there.
WHALE FISHERIES, ETC.

There are two whaling companies at Monterey – one consisting of Americans
and Portuguese, and the other of Portuguese only. Each company has two boats,
manned by six men each. Besides the boats’ crews, each company has three or four
spare hands to attend to the trying works. The following table will indicate the success
of each company, and the amount of oil made within the last twelve months:
AMERICAN AND PORTUGUESE COMPANY.

Whales caught, California Grays………………………………………..
Whales caught, Humpbacks…………………………………………….
Oil extracted from California Grays, barrels*…………………………..
Oil extracted from Humpbacks, barrels………………………………...
Total number of whales caught…………………………………………
Total number of barrels of oil extracted………………………………..

9
13
250
400
22
650

PORTUGUESE COMPANY.

Whales caught, California Grays………………………………………..
Whales caught, Humpbacks…………………………………………….
Oil extracted from California Grays, barrels…………………………..
Oil extracted from Humpbacks……………………………….…………
Total number of whales caught…………………………………………
Total number of barrels of oil extracted………………………………..
Total number of whales caught by both companies…………………..
Total number of barrels of oil extracted by both companies…………

18
16
700
500
34
1,200
56
1,850

Like the foregoing year, the mackerel fishery failed this year – both mackerel and
herring having been scarce during the season. It has been noticed that, after two
successive seasons when the aforesaid fish have been abundant, there succeed two
seasons when the same will be scarce. During the fishing season of a good year, the
waters of the Monterey Bay are literally swarming with a great variety of fish.
APIARIES.

The raising of bees has been lately undertaken, and has met with success,
except in some parts of the Salinas Plains, where, according to report, several swarms
have been destroyed by the rapacious attacks of a certain species of bumble-bee,
commonly called “yellow jacket.”
*

The barrel is of the capacity of thirty-two gallons.
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An amateur in the city of Monterey has several hives, and they are doing well.
SAW MILLS.

There is one saw mill, situated four miles from Monterey. It is propelled by a
thirty-horse-power steam engine, and is capable of sawing seventeen thousand feet of
lumber in twenty-four hours.
WOOD, LUMBER, ETC.

The lumber produced, is the “Monterey pine.” It is tough, durable, and well suited
to planking roads, wharfs, bridges, etc. but being very knotty, it cannot be
recommended for spars.
The export of cord-wood amounts to about twenty thousand cords per annum.
There are great quantities of redwood in the ravines at the foot of the mountains
south of Carmelo River, but owing to the roughness of the country, and the difficulty in
making roads in these localities, little use is made of this valuable article.
One vessel, of one hundred and twenty tuns burden, is in progress of
construction. She is entirely out of “Monterey pine.”
WHARFS.

There are two wharfs at Monterey, one belonging to the Monterey Wharf
Company, and the other to the owner of the Monterey Saw-Mill. The last named is
private property without privilege, situated on the lands of the owner, and only used by
himself.
ARTESIAN WELLS.

There is one artesian well in the county, situated in the vicinity of the town of San
Juan; the bore is about seven inches in diameter, and the depth is only eighty feet. It
throws up abundance of water, but it has been remarked that the quantity is decreasing.
Other attempts have been made, but have failed – the greatest depth bored is three
hundred feet. It is, however, generally believed that by boring a few feet deeper water
could be obtained on the Salinas Plains.
TELEGRAPH.

During the year the telegraph line has not much advanced. The line reaches to
the town of San Juan, making, in all, twenty-four miles of telegraph line within this
county.
FERRIES AND BRIDGE.

There are two ferries, one at the mouth of the Salinas River, and one at Hilltown,
where the stage crosses the river on the line of travel from Monterey to San Juan. A
toll-bridge has been completed over the Pajaro River, on the line of travel from San
Juan to San José, the cost of which was four thousand dollars.
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ROADS.

The roads are far from being in good condition. The main road of this county, or
line of travel from Monterey to San Juan, is at certain points, and particularly at the San
Juan hill, quite bad. Suggestions have been made to change the road, so as to avoid
the aforesaid hill of San Juan, and construct a new branch, passing over the Rancho de
los Vergelos. The matter of roads is about to receive attention. By an act of the
Legislature the Board of Supervisors has been empowered to levy an extra tax for road
improvements, and that last named body has appropriated twenty cents on every dollar
of assessed value for that purpose. The stage road from Monterey to San Luis Obispo
is also in need of repairs.
The nearest road from Monterey to the Pajaro Valley, and that part thereof on the
southwest side of the Salinas River, is what is commonly called the lower, or Estrada
road, and is in no condition to allow the carriage of freight; there, no improvements can
be made at present, the soil on the greatest part thereof being composed of quicksand.
However, when the Pajaro Valley and Salinas Plains shall be more thickly settled, and
the amount of produce augmented, there is no doubt but private enterprise will establish
a plank road there, as the advantage to be obtained thereby can be easily calculated.
The distance from Monterey to the Salinas River by the aforesaid road, is about
eleven miles, and the distance from that point to the Pajaro Valley about ten miles more.
Of the first eleven miles eight require planking; the road over the Salinas Plains is level
and good. If the road from Monterey to the Salinas River was planked, bridges thrown
over some of the sloughs would complete this work. This work could be done
comparatively cheap as the lumber wanted for such a purpose is close at hand.
A toll-road, laid out in the above described property, perhaps, at the present time,
would not pay the shoreholders on their outlay, but, as I said before, it will eventually,
when produce shall increase, for the farmers will, perhaps, prefer sending their grain to
the safe port of Monterey, at a low cost of freight, there to be shipped, in all security,
and to be in the market at a given time, than to expose it to the risks of the bar of the
Salinas River, or to the loss of the market when vessels are delayed, lying weatherbound in the Salinas Slough.
COUNTY BOUNDARIES.

The southern boundaries of this county, dividing the counties of Monterey and
San Luis Obispo, begin at a point on the summit of the coast range due east from the
mouth of the Nacimiento River; thence running due west to the aforesaid mouth of the
Nacimiento River; thence up said river ten miles; thence due west to the Pacific Ocean,
etc.
This line is altogether an imaginary, or artificial one, except as to the distance of
ten miles where it follows the meanderings of the Nacimiento River, and has never been
surveyed or marked out; and as the country about the said line is getting thickly settled,
some steps should be taken so as to ascertain the limits of the respective counties. The
settlers do not know in which of the two counties they are residing, and many of them
had their property assessed this year both by the Assessor of San Luis Obispo and of
Monterey.
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To the above stated fact I respectfully call the attention of the Surveyor-General,
to whom the foregoing is submitted.
I have the honor to be respectfully your obedient servant,
URIAH BURNS,
County Assessor.
By J. RUURDS, Deputy,
__________
PLACER COUNTY.
THOMAS B. HARPER …………………………..County Assessor.
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE,
November 13, 1860.
To Hon. H. A. HIGLEY,
Surveyor-General:
SIR: - In compliance with the law, I herewith submit my annual report. As in my
last report, I do not deem it necessary to indulge in any lengthy comments, professing to
submit a compilation of statistics for the consideration of those who may be interested
therein.
It will be seen, by comparison with my previous report, that some species of
property have depreciated in value, and my observations as to the causes that have
brought about the result, may not be inappropriate.
Live stock, although having largely increased in number, have depreciated in
value. This is doubtless owing to the fact that the facilities for range and pasture,
possessed heretofore in the lower portion of the county, having almost entirely failed,
and greater attention and expense being requisite to the proper care of this kind of
property; the market necessarily became crowded, and hence loss in value. This
grazing region, too, being composed of rich agricultural land, having fallen into the
ownership of our citizens, under the various State and United States land law, and the
right of common usage being denied to the owners of stock, has also had its weight to
lessen their value.
The fact, however, of these land becoming private property, has greatly added to
the value of real estate, the land itself being taxed at its market price, when, heretofore,
the improvements alone have been assessed.
The value of ditch property has decreased, as has also that of saw-mills. I am
unable to account for the former, as our mining regions are rich and valuable; nor for the
latter, unless it be that the facilities for market are such as not to allow a competition
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